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don't qualify, but if you have muscular dystrophy you do. 
That's the kind of distinction that the committee amendment, in 
that respect, is designed to correct. Now you could go on and 
expand it further based upon the principles that I think you can 
see underlie the rationale for the committee amendment, but we 
chose not to go further and, in fact, we did have suggestions from other persons that we should go further. They said that 
mental disabilities that impair you in some respects are no...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Time, Senator.
SENATOR WICKERSHAM: ...different than the physical disabilitiesthat we address in the amendment.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Wickersham. SenatorChris Peterson.
SENATOR C. PETERSON: Thank you, Mr. Lieutenant Governor,
members of the body. And I think this is...this is a wonderful 
conversation to have because it's certainly bringing out the 
issues that come before us when we're dealing with a disability 
issue. And I just would like to reiterate what Senator 
Wickersham said, that this again also is based on the income
level. It's not that you would be able to get this because you
were disabled. The second part is that it must be certified by 
a physician, and I have passed out the form that has to be filed 
with the county assessor that will allow you to qualify on the 
grounds of disability for the homestead exemption, and the
physician has to fill this out. And if you get down to the part
where it says exemptions for qualified individuals, and as 
Senator Wickersham walked you through, these are the little 
boxes that you have to fit into: exemption for
individualized...individuals paralyzed in both legs so as to 
preclude locomotion without the regular aid, and then we list 
those. What this amendment does, it does clarify the issue of 
mobility, and these all pertain to the issue of mobility, 
whether you have had been paralyzed in both legs, whether you 
have undergone an amputation. Those are the two issues that 
qualify you now. So let's just say what if you are paralyzed in 
only one leg? And this is the issue that came before me as well 
as my county board. The gentleman fit into everything except, 
because of the wording, he was paralyzed in one leg, but


